
 
 
         
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FAMILY HOLIDAY IN TERM TIME – ADVICE FOR PARENTS 2017-2018 
 

Each year a number of children are absent because their parents take them away on holiday during 
term time. 
 
The absence of pupils seriously disrupts the continuity of their learning. They miss the teaching 
provided on the days they are away and they are also less prepared for lessons upon their return. 
There is a consequent risk of under achievement, which we must seek to avoid. 
 
A child who has 10 days holiday each year of his/her school life will miss 24 weeks (120 days) of 
his/her school education. This is in addition to unavoidable absences – for instance, if your child is ill. 
 
As your child is only required to attend school for 190 days out of 365 it is imperative that holidays are 
taken in the remaining 175.  
 
Leave of absence for a family holiday in term time will not be authorised unless there are very 
exceptional circumstances.  
 
Schools do not have to authorise any absence for holiday. 
 
Saltford Primary  School is working with the Children Missing Education Service to promote high rates 
of attendance and will be operating the following procedures. 
 
 

• Parents who take their children on holiday, without the absence being authorised by the school, 
will receive a written warning that legal action will be taken if there are further unauthorised 
absences. 

 
 

• If parents take their children on holiday without the absence being authorised a second time during 
the child’s time at the school. The school will request that the Local Authority issue a Penalty 
Notice payable to the local authority NOT the school. 

 
 
In some circumstances, a Penalty Notice may be issued in respect of a first unauthorised absence, for 
example where a child would miss nationally and locally because missing school damages a pupil’s 
attainment levels, disrupts school routines and the learning of others and can leave a pupil vulnerable 
to anti-social behaviour and youth crime. 
 
Above all, missing school seriously affects children’s longer term life opportunities. 
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Under existing legislation, parents or carers commit an offence if a child fails to attend regularly and 
their absences are not authorised by the school. Depending on circumstances, such cases may result 
in prosecution. 
 

Pupils who attend school on a regular basis  and are offered access to high-quality teaching and learning 
opportunities will usually leave school with qualifications and access to greater employment 
opportunities. The links between attendance and achievement are strong, and high levels of attendance 
at school should be a right of each pupil.  

“Central to raising standards in education and ensuring all pupils can fulfil their potential is an 
assumption so widely understood that it is insufficiently stated – pupils need to attend school 
regularly to benefit from their education. Missing out on lessons leaves children vulnerable to 
falling behind. Children with poor attendance tend to achieve less in both primary and secondary 
school” School attendance: Statutory guidance and departmental advice, DFE Oct 2014. 
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